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Pastor Paul has re-christened the Membership 

Care & Outreach Committee.  Our new name is the 

"Hospitality Team".  For those of you not familiar with our 

function, here are a few of  the  duties we perform.  We are 

the ones who greet visitors at the door and make sure that 

they sign the Guest Book.  First time visitors receive a loaf 

of bread, letter from the pastor and brochures delivered by 

one of our team.  When we have a potluck dinner we see to 

it that drinks, ice, bread etc. are there and the tables set.  We 

also take food to the ill , send cards to shut-ins and generally 

"take care of our members".  We don't always do this alone 

as we often call on others to help, but we see that it is done. 

This year we added a new wrinkle to what we 

do.  When a family is increased with the birth of a new baby 

we take at least one meal for the whole family. 

I have been chairman of this group for several 

years and know how hard they work.  But we now have a 

new leader - Cyndi Caps- who is doing a great job.  I'm a 

little prejudiced but I happen to think that our group is a big 

part of the reason we are known as a very friendly church. 

The present members of the Hospitality Team 

include Cyndi Capps, Cynthia Lawrence, Myrl McKellar, 

Martha Norris, Elaine Stollfus, Carol Wyatt and Mary Linda 

Verastegui.  You may want to say "well done" the next 

time  you see any of these people.  

Submitted by Barbara Nabhan 
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 It has been a while...I am still around and 
catching up, life has been busy with teams and indi-
viduals here in Chile. 
 Wanted to share just a little of what I have 
recently read in a wonderful book which I would also 
like to recommend to all, Transformed into fire, by Ju-
dith Hougen, c2002.  Before I do, I have had some-
thing on my heart for some time which I would also like 
to share with you.  It is the picture of a little 10 year old 
girl who lives in the pueblo of Pachica.  A few days 
before Christmas a some of us made our way to Pa-
chica to deliver gifts donated by a lot of you in our 
"Cajas de Zapatos para Navidad" program.  When we 
arrived to the pueblo, it was the midddle of the day and 
the hot sun was beating down heavy on us and the dirt 
streets.  No one was around, almost the feel of a ghost 
town.  We stopped at the elementary school and found 
two teachers finishing up their work and asked where 
are all the children, "in their houses" we were 
told.  One of the teachers began clanging the large 
school bell as if to call classes to order.  Instead, this 
one little 10 year old slowly made her way from her 
house to the front of the school, looking very curiously 
at our vehicle packed with presents.  It didnt take 
words to explain who we were, and she scurried 
quickly, door-to-door, yelling "presents are here, pre-
sents are here, come out, come out!"  I had never wit-
nessed such joy from such a pequena little one.  She 
was beaming from ear to ear and it was obvious her 
joy was not just for herself...she was running to share 
her joy with others, knowing they too would be over-
whelmed by the gifts that had arrived.  What has stuck 
in my heart is just how joyful are we, those of us who 
know God's Love, in sharing that Love with others so 
they too can be overwhelmed?    Just a small wonder 
to ponder.  Here is the quote, I pray you are as blessed 
by it as I was. 
 
God is SO Good! 
Becky Harrell 
 
"One drop of cold water offered in love is more valu-
able than all the tomes written on the theology of com-
passion because within that single drop is the fullness 
of God.  In view of God's great love and mercy, our 
energies best find fulfillment in loving others in the way 
we ourselves are loved by God.  Any other life is un-
worthy of our call and of our identity as the beloved, 
true-self-emerging people of God.  And the day we 
must begin is today...life is about starting over--again 

and again.  It is a continuous realignment from faith-
lessness to faithfulness, the neverending return to the 
house of the Father, where we reaffirm our "yes" to 
being the beloved.  The time squandered can be re-
deemed in the hands of our Lord.  In light of the fierce 
love of Christ and the emptiness of all that is not God, 
we can only cry out with Peter, "Lord, to whom shall 
we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  We be-
lieve and know that you are the Holy One of God 
"(John 6-68-69).  From across numerous generations 
of countless people who, with minuscule exceptions, 
are now faceless and forgotten, Brother Lawrence 
speaks of dedicating ourselves in the only reality that 
will outlast us:  'O Loving-Kindness so old and still so 
new, I have been too late of loving Thee.  You are 
young, my brethren, profit therefore I beseech you 
from my confession, that I cared too little to employ my 
early years for God.  Consecreate all yours to His 
Love.  If I had only known Him sooner, if I had only 
had some one to tell me then what I am telling you, I 
should not have so long delayed in loving Him.  Be-
lieve me, count as lost each day you have not used in 
loving God.'  Brothers and Sisters, in the last analysis, 
there is nothing else in this life but the love of God, no 
other meaning, no other source, no other sub-
stance.  This love is our heart's one call, the destiny 
that transforms us into fire if we will only awaken to it 
in this moment."  Transformed into Fire, by Judith 
Hougen, c2002. 
 
Becky Harrell, Missionary 
General Board of Global Ministries, United Methodist 
Church 
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