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and joyous Christmas season. We also welcome eve-
ryone back to the new spring semester!!

Cedar Park First United Methodist Church

I OO E Mys &d clothes for those in our community needing

a little extra help this holiday season. Thank you so
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lunch at the Olive Garden to celebrate all of their
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Haven. We learned about the birth of Jesus and what
it is we really celebrate at Christmas. The children
decorated stars, trees, stockings and ornaments all in
K2y 2NJ 2F WSadzaQ
when the preschool class acted out the Christmas
story for their families. The younger children also
sang some of the Christmas songs they had been
learning. The Christmas play and Christmas songs
presentation was closed with a special prayer by Pas-
tor Paul and refreshments for our families.

We also had a very successful toy drive for Brown
Santa of Williamson County in December. We filled
five boxes full to the brim with new and gently used
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talented staff and they give so much of themselves to
our children. They ensure that we provide a loving
Christian environment to all of the children here!!

2SS | fa2 KFER F aLISOALIt
January is off and running! The children will spend
some time this month learning about winter and vari-
ous other topics. We will offer school pictures this
month and our first annual Culture and Heritage Day
GKSNBE (GKS OKAfRNBY @gAff
customs and food. We hope to celebrate others each
year with this event.

We look forward to our spring semester and watching
our children grow.
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Good News Gazette
Cedar Park First United Methodist Church
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A change in the
sanctuary

Have you noticed the
subtle change in the
sanctuary?0Of course
@ 2 dz K I eZ»SoyAiSH
been busy paying atten-
tion to our pastor in
worship. Well, there has been a gradual change, and
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It started last FebruaryThe trustees decided to put
chair rails along the walls for obvious reasomsus-

i K Imich ® evérimeanficgparticipdted in thig wy/dRVE.NJF dzttee Ted STollfus did the first part; and after a few

months that it took to solve some problems, John
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R |-ol year . . . and that would be 2009 for those of us
who are still clearing our heads from all our celebrat-
ing. . . Trusteelect John Vincent and Trustees Jeff
Redd and Van Burres painted the area under
thﬁj]‘hani r%ll§and thefnilrﬁ %uﬂ?jt caf%i'nper DAL 50
darKer shade of the wall coloiThere is a subtle dif-
ference but the feeling that it evokes is aesthetic.
believe that our Heavenly Father is smiling with pleas-
ure for our care of His churcts 2 y Qi @2 dz (K
do.
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Hill Country Community Ministries
Food Giving

HCCM brings a variety of resources to bear on these
problems. The most important resources we offer
are the hearts and minds of our caseworkers who
meet our clients face to face, hear their needs and
then prescribe a program of assistance best fitting
the needs of the client and his or her family. All who
seek help are welcomed and heard, without regard
to age, lifestyle, ethnicity, faith practice or gender.
Fo2dzi AQ®
Our Food Pantry |s stocked with donations from
churches and other organizations and with food
from the Capital Area Food Bank for which we only
pay a small handling charge.

Our Church has signed up for cereal in our weekly

collections
k f h
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HCCM would like us to provide the following items
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Canned mixed vegetables

Fruit juices (not fro-
zen, canned or
plastic bottles)

Canned potatoes

We have been provid{ [\
ing almost 100 items
per month since Fall.

AY azkK
Thank You
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Updates from the District Office

Important Dates of Upcoming Events:
Rethink LeadershipSaturday, January 30, Westlake
UMC, 9:00 ang 12:30

District program news

Michelle Packer has joined the district staff as pro-
gram assistantShe will help Director of Congrega-
tional Excellence Rachel Wright with event publicity,
management, and registration as well as assist with
the administrative functions of the District Of-

fice. Michelle is a degreed artist who enjoys painting
and working with metalsln her spare time, she likes
to read, ride her bike and cook healthy

food. Welcome Michelle!

Important News from Texas Methodist Foundation

Do you know if your church permanent endowment
or foundation is in compliance with the new statute
called "Texas Uniform Prudent Management of In-
vestment Funds Act"™ addition, all church founda-
tions need to review their old articles of incorporation
in light of the recently adopted "Business Organiza-
tions Code".All incorporated norprofits (and this
includes church foundations) should comply by Janu-
ary 2010.Contact Linda Murdock (51231-9971 ext.
1927 or 8080933-5502 or email

Imurdock@tmffdn.org) at Texas Methodist Founda-
tion for more information.

FIND yourself - Help for all of us remembering the
Four Areas of Focus

Cares/Concerns

Our prayers for Reverend Georgia Stone who was
briefly hospitalized this week.

Our prayers for Leatrice Roberts, wife of Reverend
C2a0SNI w2oSNIa ol F NIQa
La Grange) who is in Central Texas Medical Center in
San Marcos.

Prayers for Hannah Calvert, daughiedaw of Rev-
erend Judith Sellers (FUMC, Luling), who is hospital-
ized with a serious blood disorder.

Disaster Response Spiritual & Emotional Care Team
Training ¢ Saturday, January 9, 2010

The SWTX Conference is sponsoring a Spiritual &
Emotional Care Team Training for United Methodists
who would like to assist people after a disas-

ter. Theclass is scheduled for Saturday, January 9th,

at Alamo Heights UMC, 825 E. Basse Rd. in San Anto-

nio. Pastors, counselor§tephen Ministers, and lay
individuals with a heart for helping people who have
been impacted by a disaster are encouraged to at-
tend. For more information, see attached brochure.

Changes and updates

Rethink Leadershiplanuary 30, 2010 ¢ Westlake
UMC-Rethink Leadershipn annual training event
(previously known as My Job Leadership) will be held
on Saturday, January 30, 2010 Vé¢stlake UMC,

1460 Red Bud Trail. The event will offer basic train-
ing for new administrative committee members as
well as advanced training in the four areas of focus
and healthy leadership strategie®oors will open at
9:00 am for fellowship. Presentations will begin at
9:45 am and conclude by 12:30 pfaublicity packs

Thanks to Dr. Bill Cain, District Lay Speaking Coordina—coming soon!

tor and Northwest Hills UMC Lay Leader for sharing
GKS F2ft2Ay3aY a! a
UMC, Austin, | have trouble remembering the four
areas of focus! suspect others in other UM congre-
gations have the same problenhsuggest a simple
acronymas a memory aidFIND yourself in

* Fighting poverty.

* Improving health globally.

* New places for new people.

GKS [ "Ir%agir{ueﬁd' l\%lgru‘-llrﬂadine Q@Mﬁgrﬁ @/a%éfb At

celebrate your tremendous work as the pilot dis-
trict! They need photos, videos, and/or sample ma-
terials from your Imagine No Malaria activities
(displays, events, etc.) that could be included in the
new campaign videolf you have any media, please
send it to Margo Jacobs atjacobs@umcom.orgr
Vcallﬁ\eﬁr géBlS) 313578 and she will let you know

*DS@PSt 2LIAYy3T OKdzNOK f SIRS
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Continued on Page 3
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especially privileged
at our December
meeting to be blessed by a concert of piano music
performed by member Mona Cannell. Wow! What a
treat to have the opportunity to hear this accom-
plished musician present a program selected to tell
the story of Christ from birth to resurrection, to the
commission to share the Word. We were in awe of
this powerful performance and grateful to Mona for
AKINAYy3I KSNI IATFih® 0! YR
Lunch, fellowship and gift exchange followed the
program.

In November we were invited to attend a program by
the choral students from Austin Community College
Syiadt SR a¢KS
Nash coordinated acquiring tickets and -garoling

our group to the performance. A great time was had
by all of us in attendance.

In January a game day with soup and sandwiches is
LX I YYSR® 52y QG FT2NBSI
ary 13", for lively fun and a good time for our senior
adults.
a@NI aOYSEtfIN F2NJ 0KS &,
District Update

Continued from Page 6

Row to pass that alongOver $350,000 has already
been contributed to Imagine No Malaria by the Aus-
tin District! Keep your updates coming as you host
events and your Sundays to Save Lives.
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love of God and our neighbor, ruling our tempers,
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John Wesley, A Plain Account of Christianity, 1765
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C A B Your Church the Best Place to

GiveD
J. Clif Christopher

o G
K
3 NP dzllhe sgthedday | was visiting with a key donor of a

church along with the pastor. The pastor was asking
the donor if she would be willing to serve in a very
significant capacity in an upcoming campaign for
their church. | fully expected the woman to say yes.
She was an elected leader in the church and was the
number three donor, giving a high fifiggure contri-
bution to the operating budget each year. She was, it
seemed to me on paper, an ideal candidate for the
position.

GKAY1l aKSQa 2yS 27F 2da
He began the conversation by bragging on her to me,
and then he asked her if she would be willing to con-
sider service in this capacity. | then followed up by
explaining to her what the position entailed, and af-
ter about ten minutes | stopped, waiting to hear her

bAySGSSy CBNIIKSS AWIRMD 162dENIOR dzNB S

totally did not expect.

{KS t221SR G KSNJ LJ ad2N.
about our church. For the last several years we have
not grown, and | see fewer and fewer young people. |

i Khék Vo Babesn firk manSoRty SrabBginRiry toWeny c

der if supporting the church is good stewardship.
Lately, | have been looking into giving more support
to World Vision and Oxfam. Pastor, do you really be-

Aielmytlat durichutctSis aNgtter placg oy ihdnéyS

than they are? | must see that my money is going to
be used wisely, as God calls me to do. Is our church
the best place for me to give? That is what | need
FYy&a&6SNBR 0SOldzaSs AF A
GAGK AyGdSanNnadGe Ay GkKraa O
The pastor was stunned. | could see on his face that

he was shocked by the request to justify to the
woman why she should choose the church for her

Chw ¢ |offeringsg Hestymbled around a bit and then turned
i K 8o e tee@pthBout. Thete xedlly \ias nothiSgy'ai f ¢

person in my position could say, however. It was not

Continued on Page 4
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http://us.mc544.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=lmurdock@tmf-fdn.org
http://us.mc544.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=mjacobs@umcom.org

Is Your Church the Best Place to Give?
Continued from Page 3

my church, and | was not a leader in it. | was just a
consultant. She already knew that | would play little
or no role in whether this church eventually moved
forward or not. | vainly tried to put a good face on
what we were going to try and do, but, in the end,
she turned us down. What she ultimately decides to
do with her gifts will all be determined by how well
the church can compete for them as a place that
changes lives over other very good causes.

| have long advocated the need for churches to learn
how to compete with other nonprofits. Persons need
to hear our lifechanging stories and be helped to
understand how their dollars are creating positive
change in the lives of peopdeand in ways that are
powerful and distinctive. Why the church instead of
World Vision, Oxfam, Scouts, or the local hospital?
We must be prepared on a daily basis boldly to an-
swer that question. If we find we cannot easily do it,
then we must get busy changing our church. As the
Builder Generation dies off and is replaced by the
much more questioning Boomers and Gen Xers, we
are going to find ourselves facing those very ques-
tions. Are we ready to answer them gladly and com-
pellingly?

MALARIA

Mosquito Bytes
The Official
Newsletter of Imagine No Malaria

AUSTIN, Texa@sTwo churches in the Austin District
recently completed their Imagine No Malaria activi-
ties with outstanding success.

and after Nothing But Nets activities and generous
pledges from members, they collected $27,053 in
gifts, enough to affect 2,700 lives.

Oak Hill UMC nearly doubled its goal, raising
$117,434 to protect nearly 12,000 lives. Efforts in
cluded an Impact 100 reception and a youth
2NHBFYyAT SR

| told the pastor afterwards that this lady did him a

great favor. She voice the question with which | had

felt many in his congregation were wrestling. His an-

swer to her question will eventually determine

whether the campaign succeeds or not.
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BASTROP, TexasOn Nov. 8, the congregation of

First UMC of Bastrop hosted a chili spgr, followed
by a special praise and worship experience. The

J. Clif Christopher
(cchristopher@horizonsstewardship.com) is founder
of Horizons Stewardship Company and author of Not

Wimberley UMC had set a goal to save 2,000 lives,

FyR 2b3aNd. i SR o[ S
We congratulate the people of Wimberley UMC and

o x oA < . a Qak Hill UMC fgr answeting the callb aging the =
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Mosquito Bytes

Paul Vick, provided highowered, Chrisinspired
music for the evening.

We call this a praise and worshégperiencebecause
the band from the Edge is so full of energy, talent and
spirit, . F AGNRL) LI aG2NJ ! yRe@
attended the event were moved in powerful wags.
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ATLANTA, Ga. The publicatioiVaccine News Daily
recently reported an alarming spike in malaria cases
in the United States. Ten cases were reported during
one week in October, including four in Virginia. Each
year, approximately 1,000 malaria diagnoses are
made on U.S. soil.

Not to worry, though. The vast majority of Utised
malaria cases are in travelers returning from over-
seas.

AUSTIN, Texas Parker Lane UMC is developing
Christian leaders. You need not look further than 20
yearold Angel Campolo for evidence.

| felt compelled to do something
about malariayCampolo said. And
she did. After hearing about the dev-

| astation caused by malaria, Campolo
took action. Working closely with Pas-
tor Tina Carter, she began asking
church members if they would help
save lives in Africa.

2y L
ghe%elpedsto plan a fungising dinner and found

church members excited to participate.

Campolo even stood before the congregation to
teach and ask for help fighting malaria.

Her church family responded with pledges and gifts
that inspired Parker Lane UMC to raise $11,190, well

TR x A event held in dawntown Bastyo, d u _beyend its goal.
L2dNJ tENByGaQ hFFSNRY3I t Y83 N5 en Paﬁgeﬁgdgti%@kgxylbsﬁﬁ

music from The Praise Team from t

cial Stewardship, Abindgon, 2008.

Page 4t January 2010 Newsletter

Travis UMC. The band, led by pastor and musician

Campolo and Parker Lane UMC continue to support
Imagine No Malaria, planning several events for the
coming year.

Endorsements Inspire Success
By Virgilio Vasquez-Garza District Superinten-
dent, San Antonio District

LYF3IAYS b2 alfFNRAIFEX ! & &;
around this Earth for quite some time, | want to put
GKS YdAAO 2F W2KyYy [Syy2y:
tisweUid b tpoxcgntpovepsialbgcaugegthe first line
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and | am not willing or ready to discuss that line.

Now that | have your attention: Imagine No N&ia
is easy if you try. Is your congregation-ing? Are you
trying? Unless we try, nothing gets done.

John Wesley, founder of the Methodist moueent,

tried several things that seemed impossdé at the

time. Preaching outside the church? It was a scandal!
Taking the Christian faith to the working class? Why?
But he tried, and he succeeded!

| was in love with the prettiest girl in my church. | did
not think she would be interested in a guy like me,
poor and skinny, politically and religusly weird. She
was and is nice, sweet, beattil, thoughtful, patient

and very popular with the guys. | decided to go for it.
Hey! We are going to celebrate 40 years of marriage
in December. If | had not tried, if | had not said,
!yt Saa L { NXmylilewounld hate y 2
taken a different turn.

Imagine No Malaria is easy if you try. Every effort to
eradicate malaria makes a difference. Do not sell

yourself or your congregation short. You will be sur-
prised about what God can do with the efforts of all
of the people. We will make a eliérence because we

try.

If you are already trying, PRAISE GOD! If you are still
thinking about it, it is easy if you try.

At A Glace: 2009 Death Toll (Worldwide)*

H1N1 Virus-5000
Malaria-830,000

*WHO estimates through 10/09
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