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News from Pakistan...

An unprovoked, violent attack on World Vision's office in Pakistan has killed six members of our
staff. Eight additional workers are hospitalized with injuries. World Vision mourns the loss of its

staff and asks for prayers following this tragic situation.
REUTERS | Stringer Pakistan

Dear Pastor,

It is with a sad heart that | write to you about a terrible loss to the World Vi-
sion family. Six staff members were killed in a brutal and senseless attack on
our offices in the Mansehra District of Pakistan. Additionally, eight employees
are hospitalized with injuries after the unprovoked assault by gunmen. Four of
the staff have been released from the hospital.

Our work in Pakistan is conducted by local citizens. We remember those staff
who died as dedicated workers seeking to improve the lives of people af-
fected by poverty and disasters. World Vision has temporarily suspended our
operations in Pakistan, but we remain committed to helping children, families,
and communities in this country.

As World Vision mourns our colleagues we ask you to join us in praying for the
families of our staff members and the people they serve in Pakistan, including
those who respond to kindness with violence.

God Bless
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A UMNS Report
By Dawn McMullen* X

DALLAS (UMNS) T More than 500 United \J

Methodist Texans plan to join in a national .
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capital March 21. ‘)

An estimated 12-million undocumented people Jlé,,

live in the United States, and Texas has the =

second-largest population of immigrants in the Church Spruce Up Day,
country. Saturday April 3

In coordination with the annual Ecumenical Come one and come all

Advocacy Days, tens of thousands of people at 8am til ?? to get the
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President Obama and Congress to tackle com- For those who can't

prehensive immigration reform this year. make on the 3rd, there is
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will require the unified voice of all the many narthex. Just choose an

ethnicities and races that make up The United item, sign up and do it at
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co-founder of Welcoming Immigrants Network. Trustees will provide re-

Continued on page 6 freShmentS, directions
and list of tasks. Please
fell free to bring your
tools and supplies. The
church has some tools
and mowers, but any-
thing you bring is a great
help. We celebrate for
the opportunity to do
God's work together. For
more details call:
John Vinson
250-5495

Supporters of immigration reform march in Austin, Texas, Blessing to all!
in Februaryr A UMNS photo by Louie Gilot.


http://www.umc-gbcs.org/site/apps/nlnet/content.aspx?c=frLJK2PKLqF&b=5844085&ct=8007179
http://www.umc-gbcs.org/site/apps/nlnet/content.aspx?c=frLJK2PKLqF&b=5844085&ct=8007179
http://www.interfaithimmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/01/mfa-flyer-natl-mall.pdf
http://www.interfaithimmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/01/mfa-flyer-natl-mall.pdf
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~ Happy Spring
o uve to each of
you!! March

days a week as well as more classes
of two days a week. Our program
will be able to expand and offer
more to our community!!

March also brought our Scholastic
Book Fair. Thank you so much to

Qs S
T e was a won-

derful month - .
@} b1 KA teVﬁrE:)og}]e who participated in that

Haven ¢ we

learned about
animals, insects, reptiles, and many
other creations that God has given
us!
We even ended the month with a
special field trip to Austin Nature &
Science Center where the children
explored so many things including a

dinosaur dig pit.
March brought registration to A
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this summer. We have a few spots
in our three and four year classes
for the 2010-2011 school year and a
few spots in our older summer
class. Please help us spread the
word about these openings.

We continue to progress in our ef-
forts for licensing by the state of
Texas. We have had a health and a
FANE AyaLlSoiAiazyo
you have noticed the lack of wall
decorations in the Multi-Ministries
Building. We are only allowed to
cover 20% of each wallt so some of
our decorations and bulletin boards
KFrR 2 02YS R246y®
thanks all who helped us work on

the Multi-Ministries Building in Feb-
ruaryt you are awesome!! The

initial application for licensing was
finished in March and we await

eventand we are very excited
about the new books it generated
FT2NJ!

April brings Easter ¢ the storyt the
meaning and of course the egg
hunt and party for our children!!
We will also celebrate our hard
working staff the first week of

April.
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dren who come to us are such a
blessing and we will continue to
provide them with a loving Chris-
tian educational environment!!

Happy Spring to you!
Jodi

UNITED METHODIST WO
PURPOSE

The organized unit of United Meth-
odist Women shall be a community

of women whose PURPOSE is to

know God and to experience free-
dom as wholge persans through . . .
Jesu% Chrlis]t;){ok déve o% g8 cregilti{'/e,Q Sy
supportive fellowship; and to ex-

pand concepts of mission through
participation in the global minis-

tries of the church.

further instructions by the state. If
we attain our license by this sum-
mer, we will be able to offer three

Reflection: Are you living like
God wants you to?

] KAt RQ& | F Sy HH

The Samaritan Center for Counseling and Pastoral Care

March 23May 11, 2010 Grief & Loss Group for Adults

The Samaritan Counseling Center is offering an eight week Grief and Loss Sup-
port Group for Adults. If you know of individuals in your church, organization,
university, or community who may benefit from attending the group or who
may need individual or family counseling services, please see below for group
and Center information. Also, please contact the Center at 512-451-7337 if
you are interested in other groups or would like counselors from the Center
to come to your church or organization to hold an educational, therapeutic, or
support group.

Who Might Benefit from this Group? Anyone who is grieving...The death of a
loved one; A relationship breakup; Loss of health; A miscarriage; A loved one
experiencing a serious illness; Loss of important friendship; Loss of safety af-
ter trauma

Why Join a Support Group? Grief can feel very lonely, even when you have
loved ones nearby. Sharing your sorrow with others who have experienced
simfiaoss@s/can tlielﬁ, and connecting to others will help you heal.

What Can | Expect from the Group? A safe place to share your feelings;
Support from counselors and fellow group members; A forum for learning
about grief, new ways of coping, and self-care skills; Activities and discussions
designed to aid your grieving process

Group Details: the group will meet on the following dates from 7-8:30 p.m.
Tuesday, March 23; Tuesday, March 30; Tuesday, April 6; Tuesday, April 13;
Tuesday, April 20; Tuesday, April 27; Tuesday, May 4; Tuesday, May 11

Cost: $25/sessiont The group will meet at The Samaritan Center; 8956 Re-
search Blvd. Bldg #2 Austin, TX 78758.

To find out more about the group or to sign up for the group, please contact
Jennifer Pierce at 512-451-7337, extension 104.

UMC Night at the Dell Diamond Wednesday, August 11th

The Round Rock Express will be holding their first United Methodist night on
Wednesday, August 11. The team is offering discounted tickets and part of the
ticket price will go to save lives through Imagine No Malaria. Attached is a ticket
order form. Deadline is July 28. There are some awesome prizes for the churches
that bring the most people, so invite friends and family for a night at the ball-
park! Prizes include an opportunity to hold a worship service at the Dell Diamond,
a chance to sing the national anthem, and a chance to throw out the first pitch on
United Methodist night! For more information, contact Rachel at ra-

chel@umcad.org or 512-444-1983


http://us.mc544.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=rachel@umcad.org
http://us.mc544.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=rachel@umcad.org
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Continued from page 1

An active member of United Meth-
odist Women, Stafford will attend
the march.

G¢23SGKSNE
to make sure that the people living
and working in our state and nation
are well-educated, safe from abuse
and contributing fully to their new
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Our faith compels us to speak out
on behalf of those who are vulner-
able, said Bill Mefford, executive,
United Methodist Board of Church
and Society, and an organizer of the
march.
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important, as followers of Jesus, we
are called to welcome the so-
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throughout Texas are engaging in
the ministry of hospitality to those
who are so often neglected or ex-
ploited by the current broken immi-
gration system. The March for
America will present an opportu-
nity for Texans to powerfully dem-
onstrate to Congress that the status
jdzz2 A& y2i

Families are often forced to live
apart, said Mary Beth Garcia, an
attorney for the Dallas-Fort Worth
Justice for Our Neighbors, an or-
ganization of the United Methodist
Committee on Relief that provides
free legal service to immigrants.

In one family she is working to help,
the husband is a U.S. citizen, and
his wife and two older children are

I OO S LG hual {ré§idndl) Conference. The
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youngest children were born in the

United States and are citizens. The

husbhand filed a petition to get legal

status for his wife and two oldest

children.

Because the wife and two children
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out visas, they were not allowed to
stay and had to return to Mexico to
apply for visas.
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tween them because they wanted

the two oldest children to continue

their education they had started in
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are staying with their mother in
aSEAO2 o¢

a S K 2 R Xhis i§ causing kremBndovsatéait

2y (GUKS FrYAftes DI NDOALF
dren are too young to really under-

Standiwthdt iRgoing SIF Al ey R = |
kngvisthat ey FKiding to-

ASGKSNI Fa | FlIYAf@odé
Stafford said cases like this point to

the critical need for immigration
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*McMullan is the refugee and im-
migration coordinator for the

United Methodist North Texas An-

United Methodist Board of Church
and Society published this article in
their newsletter, Faith in Action.
News media contact: Kathy L. Gil-
bert, Nashville, Tenn., (615) 742-
5470 or newsdesk@umcom.org.

Communion
Offering April
is for the
Choir

CP-UMC Arnual Garage S

Saturday, May 2nd

It's coming!! Mark your calendars!
Before you know it garage sale time
will be here. So when you do your
spring cleaning donate your un-
wanted items to help support your
church. For further information
please call Carol Wyatt @ 257-
8656. Lots of help will be needed

s jpaﬂy\ﬁagm% makegightyork .

Young at Heart

At their March meeting, the "Young

DI NEEHeart” ge@yp as blessed with a
& 2 dzy FAsert by Mana Ganpallgnyitled

"Walking Beside Jesus During Holy
Week". The singing of Easter
hymns by the audience added to
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holy season. We appreciate Mona
sharing her exceptional talent with
us. We followed the program with a
salad luncheon and visiting.

A game day is planned for our
April gathering. Bring your favorite

i K &dishs excgpdesgert which will be
'y R 2dzNJ [ 2 NR gpEovided. Remember the second

Wednesday, April 14, 10:00
A.M. Perhaps you will win a prize!

Ecumenical Advocacy Days

There is much to report, but | will
keep this very simple. First, we see
gestures towards reform in Washing-
ton, D.C. Read this Op Ed by the
unlikely team of Senators Schumer
and Graham:
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp
-dyn/content/article/2010/03/17/
AR2010031703115.html Change is
within reach, but it must begin now,
or it will not take place this year.

| am in Washington now with more
than 20 other United Methodist

organizers from across the country
receiving training to enhance our
work for immigration reform. Tomor-
row night we begin the Ecumenical
Advocacy Days conference here,
which runs through Sunday and then
leads into our visits with our mem-
bers of congress on Monday.

In the middle of all this activity is an
event of impressive proportions: a
march and rally for immigration re-
form on the National Mall. Between
50,000 and 100,000 people are ex-
pected to attend, thousands and
thousands coming by bus from across
the country, including hundreds from
Texas who leave Dallas Friday night at
7:00 p.m. and drive the 28 hours to
be here for this historic event. Many
of these will participate in the con-
gressional visits on Monday.

You can help by going to Southwest-
ern University in Georgetown for a
prayer vigil to be held in solidarity
with those in Washington. If this
sounds like something you can do,
here are the details:

WHEN: Sunday, March 21, 2010, 5:00
p.m.

WHERE: Lois Perkins Chapel at South-
western University, Georgetown, TX
For more information, write Rev.
Milton Jordan

at chc65@suddenlink.net

a. Between the two events in Wash-
ington and Georgetown, there will be
intensified effort for reform begin-
ning at 1 PM and extending through 6
PM Sunday. Please pray in support of
those in attendance.

b. Prayer can be especially potent on
Monday as congressional visits are
made at offices all over Capitol Hill.

c. Pray for congress throughout the
month ahead to help those who are
elected to serve and represent us, as
they are presented with an opportu-
nity to take positive action.


http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/03/17/AR2010031703115.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/03/17/AR2010031703115.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/03/17/AR2010031703115.html
mailto:newsdesk@umcom.org
http://us.mc544.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=cbc65@suddenlink.net
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am
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